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Prosperity for
half the price

DOVER is on the brink of building up to 14,000 new houses as partof a
regeneration programme thal is sure to be controversial and invasive. Tory
Parllamentary hopeful CHARLIE ELPHICKE argues that tackling a culture of
worklessness in a ‘broken society’ could lead to fewer new homes being

needed..,

EVERYWHERE 1 go. people invanably
talk about money.

They tell me there is too linle money
and there needs to be mote regencration.
Jobs are harder to et than they should be
and a lot of people are out of work. There
is frustriation that we are 20 well placed in
terms of focation, but too often refegated 10
watching UK Ple trundle through our
strects, for too little benefit.

These concertts are right. There needs to
be more jobs and prosperity in oor
community, Cne person e four locally is
cut ofwork. That's 13,000 people. 8.000 of
these could work but do not. Wages., at
£378 per week, are lower than the Kent
average. So, quite rightly, Dover Distoct
Couneil has been advancing plans for
regeneration.,

The path 1o increased prosperity for the
Dover district is not going to be a bed of
roses. Change never 15, The difficult
chores it involves Have been seen in these
pages in recent weeks,

A plan for up o 14,000 new homes in
the Dover district is & Key element of the
council's regeneration plan. This allocation
veas unamimousty voted through by all
thrée political parties, business
representatives and parish council
representalives,

Many in Dover town aré wondering

when all the ofien promised regeneration
will happen, Others, especially residents of
Whitfield, fear for the future of their
communities, Still more residents worry
Ly the infrastrudture will cope.

Al this point, politiciens generally pet
nervous and head for the hills, Yet Clir
Paul Watkins, the Leader-of Dover: District
Council, has a clear vision and has stuck to
his guns: Full eriedit to him for that.

In the midst of this happy cross-party
consensus | must sound a discordnnt note.
I think that 14,000 houses 13 too many. [t
will have a serious impact on the distric
and cause 4 1oL of pain i some
communities. | know Dover council will
apply for special Government money, vet [
warrry that all the needed infrastricture
will not get built. ;

Praver eduncil can also be relicd on to
obtin all that it can i planming gain
maney and this will help, Yet the current
Government has o record of stashing and
burning when it comes to infrastruciure
ivestment in enst Kenl, Some 10 years
ago, the much needed AZ duelling was
Ienocked out of the programme by Johin
Prescoit, and Buckland hospital 15 under
threat.

How siire are wa that the Government is
going to provide its parl of the
nfrastructure needed for 14,000 homes? I

am clear in my own mind that if T were the
Memiber of Parlament [ would be moking
the passionate case ford o praper hospital
tor the increased population, duelling the
AZ, upprading the A20 and the proper
planming of other public services not
covered by the planning gain money.

And why do they say we need 14,000
Tew homes anyway T

Twi reasons: More people will be
needed in the disttel to man the jobs
created by the regeneration and family
breakdown in our “Broken society” leading
te more people living zlone. My hope is
thot we can pet clonge.

¥ 1 were the Member of Parliament, 1
would support all steps 1o get the 8,000
workless who are already living in our
community into work, so they can realise
their potential, We would not then need
peaple to come from elsewhere. T would
supportsteps 1o help familics stay together,

Gretfing the workless 1o work will take
time. Changing the broken society even
longer. The hoise building plan is for the
perod to 2025. 1 hope that in two yedars'
time, we will be able to ackle
worklessness gnd stard fixing the Broken
soctety, Tf we can, we will not need all
thisse extri houtes. T-want 1o see fewer new
homes, with nffordable housing priority for
our children and grandehildren

Emine what it would be like if we can
achieve our hearl’s desire for prosperity,
while building no more than 8,000 homes,
enahle pur _a.%n.:.__ stay in our community
and enjoy the beauty that makes us love
our community so much. Success in this
enterprise would be & prize indeed.
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