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a full account

~ MP on the defensive in blacked out expenses scandal

Report by Kathy Bailes -
kathy bales@kmmedia.couk

A PANASONIC TV costing £718,
a £200 TV stand, a £330 bed and a
£170 armchair are just some of
the items Dover and Deal MP .
Gwyn Prosser has paid for with ‘——
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your cash.

Using the second homes allowance,
the Labour backbencher also bought

The voice of Dover for more than 150 years -

£229 lght fittings, £199.50 blinds and -
pot plants worth £49.99. The claims
were made between 2005 and 2007.

Mr Prosser, who has two flats in the
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Festival
Musical culture

AFRICAN drumming,
Portugesa jugglers and a
samba band from Whitstable
were among the attractions at
the Dover multi-cuttural festiva)
on Saturday.

Seo pictures and report on.
page 42

# Dover
Parking issue

A couple have accused the
district council of not providing
enough car parking spaces for
disabled people,

Marie and David Girdwood
say it has becomeincreasingly
difficult for them to collect
Marie’s prescriptions and shop

" in Dover town-centre as-sha Is

having to walk too far.
See page 6
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me thevfmnt nage "
cabltal and a family home in

River, also racked . up.
. £11,118:66 in food bills from
. Apnl 2004 to March 2008 and
claiméd £3;334:18 in January

2006, for ‘items which have

-been blacked ‘on expenses
documents made pubhc Iast‘

week:

On fop of Mr Prosserd

salary, which was. upped
ﬁomsslﬂzoayea.rtof.sa}'les
on April 1, the father:of-
three-also claimed for items
including £32.50 - for
Fairtrade  coffes and hot
chocolate for ‘his Dover

office, £24 for a toaster, .
©£22999 for a washing

machine, £219 for flooring,
£35 for kitchen utensils and
£44 for a fan.

In March M Prosser
slammed atterpts to keep
expense cldims u.nder

: ‘5ay1ng
shattered the public trust in -

MPs. He told the Express:

“There is."the lmpmsmn

that we are all crooks.

Mr Prosser, elected m 1997,
has defended. ‘the "claims,
saying: “When my washing
machine at home blows up I

pay for that, but there are .

addihonal costs for having E:\
home “in London and if I
didn’t have to live.dway'I
wouldn't have those-costs.”

The father-ofthree  Hhas .
expressed dismay..atthe "
huge swathes of information
. blacked out by: Parliament-
ary authoritiées and has
offered to show the Express
unredacted copiesat theend
of this week.

He-said: “The Clerk of the
House and Chief Executive
" gave ‘writtén'warning to all * -
MPs: in all parties that pub- -
Iishing: their accounts. in
their raw. condition could
make us liable for prosec-
ution under the. Data Pro-
tection Act. In my view they
have. been over -protective
and the whole-scale redac-
tion of documents has only
served to reinforce people’s
views that there’s a big
coverup goingron.” .

Tory parliamentary hope-
ful Charhe Elphicke said: "I
-struggle to understand how
it can be appropriate under
any circumstances to claim
forfoodbutraﬂlerthancom-
.menting on Mr Prosser [ am
more interested in reform
and rebuilding trust. We
need to move forwa.rd."

" A256 turnings
‘| may be closed
" A DEGISION to close two

turnings on the A258 Dover to

- |" -Sandwich road is expected to."
- be-made tonight (Thursday). .

District councillors on the

. ~Joint transportation board will

discuss an Experimental Traffic
Order to prohibit right tums at
Tilmanstone-and Eythome.

The propasal follows two
road deaths at Tiimanstone in
the last three years and cne at -
Eythorne In the same period.

A report for the board says: -

* *The main factor in the fatal

crashes was the difficulty the
driver turning right had in

. ludging the high speed of '~

oncoming vehicles. The
closure of these two gaps

" would have prevented the

manoativres at these locations

. which resutted in three

deaths

lan Taylor, of the Kent branch
for the Assoclation of British
Drivers, says the closures are
unnecessary. He said: “ The
crash resuited from incomrect
Judgement of the speed of
oncoming traffic, failure of a
pretty basic driving skill.
“These junctions have
‘adequate turning lanes and
gaod sightlines. Improved

signage, road marklngs ‘and". ,' .

lighting aré-options.”

1t agreed, the arder will be
made for six months.

The mesting at the council
offices in Whitfield starts at
6pm. It is open ta the public.

Lumley at fete

ACTRESS Joanna Lumley will
open Guston Primary School
summer feta on Saturday. The
event in Burgoyne Heights
runs from 11am to 2pm.

Family fun day

DOVER Museum is having a
family fun day on Saturday, .
where youngsters wili be able
to design their own bookmark.

For more infonnation call
01304 201068

Smuggler jailed

A LORRY driver who tried to

smuggle heroin through Dover

In Peperami sticks was jailed
far 11 years by Canterbury
Crown Court last Friday.
Thomas Findlay, 52, of-
Skares in Ayrshire, was

. arrested in February 2007 after

a search of his vehicle
uncoversd 12 Klios of the dmg.

" DENTURES REPAIRS, RELINES
AND ADDITIONS
TO OLD PLATES AVAILABLE
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